
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE TRUST IS RELENTLESS IN DRIVING 

THE DEVELOPMENT OF SUCCESSFUL, 

RESILIENT, LIFELONG LEARNERS. 

Mr N. Brindle. CEO, The Youth Engagement 
Schools Trust. (2018) 

 

Our proposal for the opening of The Axis Academy has 

now progressed to the pre-opening phase.  We are now 

required to undertake a public consultation period.  The 

Axis Academy will be the latest addition to join the 

Youth Engagement Schools Trust following the success 

of The Fermain Academy who received an Outstanding 

grading during their 2018 inspection.   

 

 

The Fermain Academy is the founding school of The Youth 

Engagement Schools Trust. The Fermain Academy opened as 

a brand new Alternative Provision free school in September 

2015. With facilities to cater for up to 60 students aged 13-16 

at any given time, the academy is a safe place of learning for 

those who, for whatever reason, have become disengaged 

from mainstream education. 

Whatever the amount of time a student spends at The 

Fermain Academy they are guaranteed a structured and 

positive learning experience, and an outstanding dedicated 

team able to provide emotional support in a safe and 

supportive environment.  At The Fermain Academy we live by 

the following core principles, which run through everything 

we do. 

•We provide a supportive environment to allow all students 

to learn and develop in their own way to reach their full 

potential 

•We prepare students for reintegration into mainstream 

education, where it’s appropriate to do so 

•We improve each student’s behaviour and attitudes towards 

their peers and adults 

•We reinforce each student’s self-esteem, self-confidence 

and integrity. 

 

 

 

The Axis Academy is due to open September 2020.  

The Axis Academy is a special educational needs 

school for students with an Educational Health and 

Care plan (‘EHCP’) for social, emotional and mental 

health difficulties. The academy will provide 40 places 

for students focusing on supporting those students 

with specific mental health needs. With an ambitious 

curriculum and support model we want to help all our 

students receive the support they need to become 

successful members of the modern world. 

 

 

 

 

Within Cheshire East there is a need to provide an 

education for children with Mental Health difficulties.  

These children are currently having to travel out of the 

local authority to attend a school that is able to meet 

their needs or alternatively are not currently in any form 

of education.  Our aim is to fulfil that gap and ensure 

that the most vulnerable children within our authority 

are offered a nurturing and aspirational setting to reach 

their full potential.  



 

I STRONGLY BELIEVE THAT THE OUTCOMES FOR SEN 

PUPILS SHOULD BE THE SAME AS ALL OTHER 

CHILDREN’S.  JUST BECAUSE THEY HAVE AN SEN 

DOESN’T MEAN THEY SHOULDN’T HAVE THE SAME 

OPPORTUNITIES AS EVERYONE ONE ELSE . 

Mrs E. Colley. Head teacher, The Axis Academy 
(2019) 

 

The Axis team are passionate about providing opportunities 

for those students currently out of education or those who 

are not coping within the mainstream setting.  Our aim is to 

work consistently to provide excellence for every student. 

With a highly-trained, specialised team, we will support each 

student’s individual needs, particularly focusing on those 

students with mental-health issues, needing a safe, but 

aspirational, environment to recapture an often lost passion 

for learning and creativity. We will be pioneering in our 

approach to whole-school emotional intelligence coaching 

and support, working closely in tune with CAMHS, the SEN 

Team and other relevant agencies. Our aim is to offer a 

holistic and individualised education for each of our 

students.   

‘Axis’ represents far more than just a name for a school.  

It neatly summarises our vision for the Academy, and 

expresses the ethos for education we strive to provide; 

an ethos focused on positive achievement and success 

at every stage.  

 Axis – Centre: Student-centered education.  

 Axis – Turning Point: Specialist curriculum; engages, 
inspires and promotes achievement.  

 Axis – Support: Individual support plans engendering 
emotional resilience.  

 Axis – Direction: Successful learning; leads to positive 
destinations at post-16 
 
The Axis Academy will offer a nurturing, therapeutic 

educational setting. Each student will have an Individual 

Learning Plan as well as a Therapeutic Care plan.  Our 

Pastoral Lead will be looking to support each child and 

their family from our initial meeting, building a profile 

ensuring that each member of staff know each child 

well and can adapt their approach accordingly to reflect 

the needs of the student.  As well as in-house support, 

staff will be working closely with a number of outside 

agencies to ensure holistic support for students and 

their families.   

 

 

 

Time Duration Activity 

8:15  Arrival 

8:30 – 8:50 20 Minutes Pastoral time/PHSE 

8:50 – 9:40 50 minutes Lesson 1 

9:40 – 10:30 50 minutes Lesson 2 

10:30 – 
10:50 

20 
minutes 

Break 

10:50 – 
11:40 

50 minutes Lesson 3 

11:40 – 
12:30 

50 minutes Lesson 4 

12:30 – 1:00 30 minutes Lunch 

1:00 – 2:00 60 minutes Lesson 5 

  TAXIS 

2:00 – 3:00 60 minutes Emotional Health 
and Wellbeing  

    

 

The Axis Academy is a special school which provides 40 places for children of both sexes in the age range 4 - 16 with Social, 

Emotional and Mental Health diagnosis and EHC plans 

For a child to be admitted, the school must be named, by a local authority, in the child’s EHC plan.  

Parents wishing their children to benefit from our provision should ask their local authority to name our school in their 

child’s EHCP.  

A local authority can also refer a child to the school to be assessed for an EHCP plan or following a change in the child’s 

circumstances for his or her needs to be assessed or reassessed. Any assessment should be completed within the 20 weeks 

set out in the SEND code of practice.  

Children being assessed for an EHCP will be dual registered and return, full time, to their mainstream school if the LA 

decides not to issue an EHCP.  

For further information on our school, and the process for obtaining a place here contact:  
www.theaxisacademy.org  
 

http://www.theaxisacademy.org/


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Axis Academy is planned to be built on the          

former Lodgefields Primary School site in Crewe  

 

 

The Youth Engagement Schools Trust would like to hear from 

the local community in the coming weeks to help inform the 

decision from the Secretary of State on whether to enter into 

a Funding Agreement with the Trust.  

We are keen to hear your comments and offer feedback to 

ensure The Youth Engagement Schools Trust and The Axis 

Academy are meeting the needs of the communities we 

serve, ensuring the best possible outcomes for the most 

vulnerable students we are looking to support and educate.   

We will record all views shared with us during the formal 

consultation period running from Wednesday 2nd October 

2019 to Wednesday 13th November 2019.   

Get in Touch 

Visit our website at www.theaxisacademy.org   

Email: 

admin@theaxisacademy.org or 

l.lockhart@theaxisacademy.org  

Attend one of our public drop in events  

Friday 11th October 2019 10am – 2pm at Queens Park Golf 
Club, Crewe. CW2 7SN 
Or 
Monday 21st October 2019  4pm – 8pm at Queens Park Golf 
Club, Crewe. CW2 7SN 
 

 

 

 

 

Mr Nic Brindle – Trust CEO/Executive Head teacher 

 

Mr Chris Heptinstall – Trust Director of Business 

 

Mrs Emma Colley – Head teacher 

 

Mrs Lorna Lockhart – Pastoral Lead 
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